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Silhouettes are all about photographing a subject in front of a light source and persuading

your camera to expose for the brightest part of the image – the background – so your subject

is sufficiently underexposed that it appears blacked out.
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Silhouettes work beautifully with the vibrant colours of sunset, or against dramatic starry or

moonlit skies, and they also bring depth and foreground interest to the Christmas and New
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Year fireworks displays which are now becoming increasingly popular.

Whatever the background, you need to meter and correctly expose for that background in

order to place your subject in shadow. Check on the LCD how the image looks, and adjust

your exposure accordingly. You can also use exposure bracketing to shoot a series of shots

with varied exposures, and then pick the best one.
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The ideal spot on which to focus is the subject. However, since the subject of a silhouette is so

dark, the camera may have difficulty locking on the focus. Here’s what you can do to deal with

this:
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